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1. The reorganization of the Czechoslovak m'n.y, witich is being
fashioned after the Soviet pattern, was and still is
accanpanied by extensive purges in the military and lhas
resulted in = eritical obor'tage of politic ‘Lly rellnblc
cadres of regular army cificers. In crder .o build up ¢ - :
ruber ol of Jicer personnel as quichly as nossible, the Cm o ;
resime has cstablizhed special shert-tern oificer replace- e
ment ceurses for youbh thecugheut ihe country. The gradus“es L 1
of thes: courses or schools, which are known as. SDD :(Skola ' R :
Dustcjnickeko Dorestu - Officers' Scheol for Ycuth) are
eligivie for furtter military train sz in the regular
oflicers' scrool.

2. SDD accepts youtrs betseen 17 and 20 years of aze; the rost
important orerequtsn.tr- for carndidacy is polit,;cal rell abil:\.ty.
A nandid-te must be "socialistically minded®, preferably the
son of a Commnist Farty =member, or he must prove his origin
from the workine class and the socialistic lea.nings of his
parents. «n applicant 4hosc parents were formerly well-to-do
and reliziously inclinéd would be a rare eotion Lo b
conasidered as a proupective candidate.
attended one of the moet.’mf's ol the #CHM (Czechoalovak Touth :
Assoslation) at the Zilina QM uchool, I heard the statemeont.
that 20% of the candidates accepted for thlo SDD {rroughout
the CSIL are mombers .of the Communist Party. -Host of the |
candidates were thone. who Were given a chance to become. .
party memoers prior to May 1540 when wembership was wide open
to youths, even -those only 15 year= of age.. hbout TO¥ of the

; o ' candidates were members of the HCH (awz Ceskoslovenske
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Mladeze -~ Czechoglovak ¥ib papoclation) walch 4B & 70-
communiet organization. . Othsr condidates were compe’lsd to
become mewbers of SCM during thelw suirse of siudy 27 500,
Previous edueation ragquired of an 8DD candidate vzides greally,
and depends on his polirical relizbility, closs origlun, and
abilities. In gwuneral, che candidates are graduates of
schools squivalent to the US Junior high school. About. 10%

of the candidates are graduates of clementary schools plus
some trade school educatim. :

3, The length of the ainD course 1as equivalent to one.-year of
. military service and 1n credited as such. The school year
begins on 1 September ond cnds between 20 and 25 August of the
following year, with 2 short vacation period svmetlme during
the year, i

4. During the 8D ot s tiwee ave two examinations. . The mid-
year exam takcs pince in late February and the final exam oun
or about 20 Auzust. These examinatlons are more or less of a per-
functory natuie aince the students are graded daily level on
the merit of & very brlef questlon and answer) so that the
instruetor ig in a position to evaluate each student con-
stantly withos' bouyelis of an examination.

5. Prior to Auguiet 1951 the grajuates of SDD were merely con-
sidered to be condidutes for one of the military schools,
but, as of Augusth 1551, Lhe graduates were appolnted NCOs to

give them an Tpncantlve Lo fuarther pursue their military careers.

As NCOs the 8DD grodnahes are apsigned to different military
sechools according to thelr particular abilltles, grades, and
physical flineds. pre Alr Porce schools, for which candidates
must be of unguestionable political reliabllity, in excellent.
health, and have high grades, =re glven top priority among:
the military schools. Ahout five to seven per cent of those
graduates who had & pre¢vious secondary educavion and who
completed SDD in excerient standing are usually agslgned tvo

universitiec and technologleal universities for further study.

6. Usually two tc three per cent of the students prove to be
below the expesten ievel in mental abllitfy, and are falled
either at the zid-term or final exam! wtions., A student
who 18 found Lo e inellglble for furiher study after
either examinatlon, is obllged to join the Army and serve
an additional pericd of time in order to complete the
required term cf two ycars of service, If such a student
18 of draft ape, be lg required to join an assigned. unlt
wilthout delamy. if he 139 less than 20 vears of age, -
he 1s given tne alternatlives of voluntarily serving the
rest of his two. year term of purvice, or beling dismissed and
walt until nis clasa i called into service, and then have
that period of time u% speut at the school credited toward .
part of hig *wo year term of service, In case the studeut
has elected vo be discharged and awalt hiz call to gervice,
providing that he i honoratly discharged from SDD and his
political relishility 1e sound, he returns Lo his clvilian
occupation and his futuré remains unimperilled. If Lhe
atudent 18 discharged for polltical unreliability however,
the dismiswsal may gravely =Cfect his civilian status., Tuai
18, 1f hilg politlcal mtsdzmeanos 1o found to be of lignt
degree, the pollitesd pection of the school would invariably
decide that the caandldate could not be a fully rellable
officer and he would be diacherged; in spite-of the blemian
on his poiltical prlinpility pecerd, the student 18 ailosod
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to choose and pooowsoe oe Tl seoupasion Withouwn ot
maleated by the it wooorits cogardzztion,  IF, on S Gl
hand, the eandicaiz van d.gminsed kecnass he committod & mora
serlous offernse egilngt the gesurlfy regulations of the stat:y,
such &8 severwiy cprlticizing the ldeology of the Commnunist _
Party or ita preoent policy, or 1 he had concealed gome
pertinent offents which he had committed prior to his entry
into 8DD, he hug e hayiler let. He would be dishonorably
discharged, his cuadre £11¢ wonld be forwarded to his birih-
place and the Jlacal biraosch of the Communiat Party would declds:
his fate, Me Ju sabijecrsd to trial and usually deprived of
the right to c¢houes his elvilian occupation. He must there-
after accept any {ype or work assigned to him by the labor
department; this may Lo 16 a stone quarry, foundry, or coal
mine, whers he 1s glven the most unpleasant, difflicult, and
dangerous tasks at hand In addition, this perpevrator of
Mldeolaglani deviatiorn" s required to secve sulflclent time
in the army to cowplete the prescribed two-year tour of

duty. Such casus occurred rarely because the candldates for
SDD were thorousiny oo oored and checked pricr to admission
to the achonln
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